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Home of Bright Beginnings Early School 

 

AAAA    
 young man fell hopelessly in love with a young lady.  He 
walked around with that gushy, dazed look of being in love 
written all over his face.  When he was asked about the girl, 

he described her beauty and personality, and then he con-

cluded, “She just makes me fly inside”. 

What a wonderful phrase! 

 What is it that makes us “fly inside?”  What are our passions in life?  What are the 

things that we can’t just not do?  What fire had God lighted in our souls? 

 The difficult thing about passions is that you often have to go through “turbulent air” 
before you are able to fly.  You have to be willing to take risks.  And risks carry with 

them the possibility of loss, rejection, and failure.  Yet when we take a risk— especially 
one that results from trusting God or being obedient to Him—we are given an incredible 

opportunity to grow. 

 Learning to fly is risky business.  Crash landings usually hurt, and it’s hard to get up, 
brush yourself off, and try again.  Stepping out and doing what you were created to do 
rather than what is expected of you is hard.  Even faith is a risk, so living a life of follow-

ing Jesus is littered with risk. 

 Many people have mistakenly given up on their passion because life hasn’t gone the 
way they expected or thought it should go.  As a result, they have quenched the embers 

of passion within their hearts.  Yet God invites us to take a risk and allow the embers to 
come back to life  Any step—even a small, incremental step—can allow your passion to 

reignite. 

 Be brave!  Take a risk of faith!  Let the passion of your life shine forth!  Courage re-
quires the belief that something greater than yourself is at stake.  Also, it asks you to 
trust that Someone greater is at work.  And as you pursue your passion, remember that 

wherever you go, God goes before you.  And isn’t a little risk worthwhile if it means you 

get to fly. 
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Carol Herdic, Director of Adult Christian Education  

smallgroups@cypresslakeumc.com 

482-1250 ext 235 

Continued on next Page 

Summer Reading ~Your CLUMC Staff has read several books for discussion and ministry ideas.  Extra copies of the following 
books are available for you to borrow or purchase. 

♦ What Good is God?  In search of a Faith that Really Matters.  By Philip Yancey. 

♦ Unchristian:  What a new generation really thinks about Christianity . . .  And why it matters.  Groundbreaking research from 
the Barna Group, David Kinnaman, and Gabe Lyons. 

♦ How the Mighty Fall by Jim Collins.  By recognizing and understanding the five stages of organizational decline, leaders can 
substantially reduce their chances of falling all the way to the bottom 

 
In order to more properly promote and track the growing number of ministries supported by Cypress Lake UMC, I have created the 
following sub-categories: 

♦ Faith Groups meet for Bible study, spiritual growth, and fellowship.  A faith group may read a faith-based book, function as a 
Sunday School class or participate in a traditional Bible Study. 

♦ Fitness and Fellowship Groups are faith based.  They will open or close with prayer and may include a devotional or medita-
tion as part of their meeting.  Fitness and Fellowship Groups primarily meet for fitness like yoga, Zumba, line dancing, or fel-
lowship like Christ-centered Singles, Adult Fellowship, or Book Club. 

♦ Support Groups are also faith based in that they acknowledge the role of God in providing strength and healing during the 
tough times of life.  Examples of support groups are DivorceCare, GriefShare, and JobSupport. 

If you have questions about these ministry categories, I can be reached in the church office. 
 Carol Herdic 
 Director of Adult Education 
 482-1250 x 235 
 smallgroups@cypresslakeumc.com 

Adult Ministry Schedule for July 

 
Sunday Morning 

 

� 9:30 a.m.—Chapel Parlor  - Study the Gospel of Mark and meet a personal God who enters individual lives and begins a crea-
tive work from the inside out.  This study will offer new insights into God’s Word, your own life, and your life with God. 

� 10:45 a.m.—Chapel Parlor—Walking with God in the Desert.  Through a video teaching filmed in the deserts of the Middle 
East, historian and Bible teacher, Ray Vander Laan, teaches how to “find God” during difficult periods of life. 

 

Tuesday—childcare by advanced reservation for all classes. 
� Summer Bible Study for Women meets July 5, 12, and 19 at either 9:00 a.m. in Sanctuary Classroom 8 or 6:45 p.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall.  Faithful, Abundant, True features video teachings by Kay Arthur, Priscilla Shirer and Beth Moore and class 
discussion based on 15-30 minutes of daily homework.  Childcare if available by advanced reservation. 

� Yo-Play  - Chapel Meeting Room.  Yoga for kids ages 3 and older.  9:15—9:45 a.m. OR 11:15—11:45 a.m.  $12 for the month 
of July. 

� Body and Soul Christian Yoga  - Chapel Meeting Room, 10:00—11:00 a.m.  $20 for the month of July 
 

Wednesday 

� 6:30 a.m.—Chapel Parlor—Men’s Bible Study and Prayer Group.  All men are invited to join for study, fellowship and sup-
port.  The current study is based on the book,  12 Steps for a Recovering Pharisee (like me). 

� 10:00 a.m. OR  5:00 p.m.—Chapel Parlor—Pastor’s Bible Study.   Join Pastor Denman Jones to study the Gospel of Mark. 
� Christ-centered Singles meet during Wonderful Wednesday Dinner each Wednesday;  5:30—6:30 p.m.  Any single person is 

welcome to join them for dinner and help plan future outings and events.  Look for the tables marked with a balloon, 
� 6:30 p.m.—Chapel Parlor After Dinner Bible Study.  Fearless by Max Lucado.  A video-based teaching, followed by discus-

sion and Bible Study.  All are welcome to join for the week or for the series. 
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♦ Cypress Lake United Methodist Church (church wide) 
♦ Cypress Lake UMC Small Groups (Adult Ministries) 
♦ Cypress Lakeumc -  (Youth Ministry) 

Stay in the information loop by liking all three! 

 

 
 

Thursday 

� Christian Country Line Dancing;  Chapel Meeting Room.  10:00 a.m.  Beginning Line Dancing; 11:00 a.m.—Line Dancing 
for everyone 

� 6:30 p.m.  Youth Center, Zumba 
� 7:30 p.m.  Fellowship Hall.  NEW!!  Thursday Night Men’s Group.  Enjoy fellowship and discuss the book, Why Men Hate Go-

ing to Church by David Murrow. 

Friday 

� Christ-centered Singles meet the 1st and 3rd Friday in the Chapel Parlor at 6:00 p.m.  Contact Shirley Stewart for further infor-
mation at 939-1050.  This month’s activities are: 

  o July 1      Brown Bag Game Night  - Bring your own dinner and a game to share. 
  o July 15   Movie Night  - Watch the Academy Award Winning Movie, The King’s Speech. 

Save the Date: 

� GriefShare begins Monday, August 22; 1:00 p.m. in the Chapel Parlor.  Anyone who is grieving the loss of a loved one is en-
couraged to begin this 13-week course that leads to healing. 

� DivorceCare begins Tuesday, September 6:  6:30 p.m.; in classroom S-8.  Open to the community. Childcare is available. 
 

 

Continued from page 2 

 

A Note from Houseparents at the Children’s Home: 

 

 “We took our cottage of elementary-high school boys out for 
ice cream one recent evening because one of our residents was 
leaving for another cottage.  We went to our favorite place  - 
McDonald’s, of course.  There were eight of us waiting in line, 
and a lady came over and asked what group we were.  Not 
knowing what one of the guys had said or done, I was a little 
hesitant but said we were from the Florida United Methodist 
Children’s Home. 
 “She smiled and stood waiting for her order.  All of us or-
dered and the cashier told me the total, but just as I began to 
pay, this lady handed the cashier the money to cover our treats.  
You should have seen the faces on the boys  - just complete 
unbelief. 
 “One of them said, “Why would she do that?”  We all said 
“thank you” and she left,  but the last thing she said was we 
were one of the best groups she had ever seen.  The boys 
learned a giant lesson in giving, and we pray they will pass it 
on.” 
 
Arch & Sandy Woodstock, Houseparents, Blanton Cottage. 

 
Your gifts allow children from troubled backgrounds to grow 

into fine young men and women.  Thank you for your faithful 

support of this important ministry. 

To the children and their families of theTo the children and their families of theTo the children and their families of theTo the children and their families of the    Cherub and Sonshine Choirs:Cherub and Sonshine Choirs:Cherub and Sonshine Choirs:Cherub and Sonshine Choirs:        It has been our honor to serve with you this past choir season.  We thank you for the gracious gifts and look forward to the coming choir season beginning after Labor Day.  We wish each and every one of you a safe, won-derful summer.  See you in the Fall!!!! Ms. Joan and Ms. Donna 
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K 
ids Own Worship will be learning all about fruits of 
the spirit this summer.  Join us at 9:30 a.m. in Bright 
Beginnings to learn all about love, joy, peace, pa-

tience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-
control. 
 Join us for Sunday School hour from 10:45—12 Noon in 
Bright Beginnings to continue our journey learning about fruits 
of the spirit.  Through games, crafts, small group activities, and 
Bible stories, we will explore how to use our fruits of the spirit 
in everyday life to honor God. 
 July 3, Sit-Together Sunday.  There will be no Kids Own 
Worship or Sunday School. 
 Parents’ Night Out, July 8th, 6—10 p.m.  Cost:  $10 per 
child. 
 VBS Volunteer Orientation will be Thursday, July 14, at 
10:00 a.m. or 6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  It is mandatory 
to attend one of these meetings, and all volunteers need to com-
plete a background check.  If you are unable to attend, please 
contact Jenn Lucas to make training arrangements. 
 VBS will be July 24-28 from 6:00p-8:30 p.m., with the option 
of dinner at  5:30.  VBS is for all children entering VPK 
through 5th grade.  We will have a three-year-old class and 
nursery available for volunteers’ children.  There is no cost for 
this exciting program, and we encourage you to register your 
children in the church office and invite friends.  We are in need 
of adult volunteers, so join us for an evening of the entire week. 

    
IDENTIFICATIONIDENTIFICATIONIDENTIFICATIONIDENTIFICATION    STATEMENTSTATEMENTSTATEMENTSTATEMENT    

CYPRESSCYPRESSCYPRESSCYPRESS    LAKELAKELAKELAKE    UMCUMCUMCUMC    CHRONICLECHRONICLECHRONICLECHRONICLE    
(VOL. 30— ISSUE  NO. 7) 

 

July, 2011July, 2011July, 2011July, 2011    

Editor:  Beverly Cooper (beverlycpr@gmail.com) 
 Fax: 481-7505  Tel:  481-1692 

 
The Chronicle is published  monthly by the 

Cypress Lake United Methodist Church 
8570 Cypress Lake Drive, Fort Myers  FL   33919 

(239) 482-1250 -  E-Mail:  office@cypresslakeumc.com 
Web:  cypresslakeumc.com (Chronicle on line) 

 
AUGUSTAUGUSTAUGUSTAUGUST, 2011, C, 2011, C, 2011, C, 2011, CHRONICLEHRONICLEHRONICLEHRONICLE        DEADLINEDEADLINEDEADLINEDEADLINE    ISISISIS  J  J  J  JULYULYULYULY, 20, 20, 20, 20        

Health  Ministry  Health  Ministry  Health  Ministry  Health  Ministry      
 Carol  Dengler ,  R.N.C.   

Parish  Nurse  
Parish Nursing—Promoting Healing of  the Body, Mind, and 

Spirit Together 

Family and Children Ministries 
Jenn Lucas, Director 

family@cypresslakeumc.com 
482-1250 x 1228 

Grief Share 

Grief Share is a grief recovery support group.  The death of a 
spouse, child, family member, or friend is devastating.  Chris-
tians are able to claim an eternal perspective and can rejoice that 
the person they lost is now in the presence of our Creator.  Even 
so, as humans, we must grieve a loss so deep and significant.  
The grieving process is lengthy and intense.  Even mature 
Christians with a solid faith need ongoing comfort and encour-

agement during the grieving period. 

 Grief Share, with its biblical, Christ-centered perspective, is 
an effective means to help people find and deepen their faith as 
they journey from mourning to joy.  Many members of our own 
faith family have found new hope and peace as they traveled 

through this program. 

 Anyone who has lost a loved one is welcome to join this 
group.  A new session begins on Monday, August 22, 1:00—
3:00 p.m. and continues for 13 weeks.  It is being led by Tina 
Aquart and Carol Dengler.  If you would like to join us, please 
call the church office, and one of us will call you with more 
information.  If you would like to refer someone to this pro-

gram, please call and we will be glad to contact him or her. 

~~ 

Summer Wellness 

Eat more berries.  Your body will thank you.  Berries are loaded 
with fiber which helps you feel full.  They top the charts in anti-
oxidant power protecting your body against inflammation and 

free radicals. 

 To get the most benefit from berries’ antioxidant properties, 
eat two to three types of fresh, frozen, or dehydrated berries 

each day. 

 STRAWBERRIES contain more vitamin C in a one-cup serv-

ing than one orange, and are particularly high in folic acid. 

 BLUEBERRIES contain 20 types of anthocyanin  - antioxi-

dants that give blueberries their blue-violet and red colors. 

 BLACKBERRIES, RASPBERRIES, BOYSENBERRIES 
each contain 8 grams of fiber in one cup, one-third the daily 

recommended amount. 

 CRANBERRIES not only combat urinary tract infections by 
preventing Escheria coli bacteria from sticking to cells in the 
urinary tract, but also, they are a natural probiotic, supporting 
healthy bacteria that grow in the gastrointestinal tract and aid in 

digestion. 

 Now, go and enjoy these wonderful summer fruits. 
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RONALD McDONALD HOUSE 

 

P lease save your small (soda) and large 
(soup, etc.) metal tabs and put them un-

der the table in the Narthex next to the box of 
used soup labels. 

Your tabs are important.  Thanks to each of you 
for your aluminum tabs.  We have been ad-
vised, however, that some companies are now 
making tabs out of tintintintin which are not acceptable.  
If you put a magnet on an aluminum tab it will 
not not not not stick; however, tabs made of tin will stick to 
the magnet.  This is the way you may deter-
mine which tabs are acceptable. 

This is an important mission effort,  

so please do your part in helping  

fund the  

Ronald McDonald House.    

 

CLUMC Operating Account 

As of APRIL, 2011 

~~ 

Budget: $367,405.50  

Income:  $370,283.12 

Expenses:  $364,437.53 

 

JOB OPPORTUNITIESJOB OPPORTUNITIESJOB OPPORTUNITIESJOB OPPORTUNITIES  - The Florida United 

Methodist Children’s Home in Enterprise, Florida, 

is always looking for married couples who feel 

called to serve in ministry together as Housepar-

ents at the Children’s Home.  Part of this job post-

ing is as follows: 

 “This position is for a married couple only.  The 

primary role of the Residential Child Care Special-

ists/Houseparents (RCCS) is to oversee the day-to-

day care and supervision of the children assigned 

to their cottage.  The RCCS are responsible for 

monitoring all the aspects of daily cottage life and 

are, in essence, the primary caring persons for the 

child/youth during his/her stay at the Florida 

United Methodist Children’s Home.   

 “The Houseparents will be a couple bound in the 

traditional legal relationship of marriage.  We are 

looking for couples with moral character, who are 

strongly committed to making a significant contri-

bution to young people.” 

For more information, please contact their Direc-

tor of Human Resources at:  jobs@flumch.org 

Adult  
Fellowship 

 
 

The next meeting is planned for  

October 21, 2011. 

Back To School BowlingBack To School BowlingBack To School BowlingBack To School Bowling    
 

August 6 at 4 until 6 p.m. 

 

 
 

    
    
Benefit CLUM ScholarshipsBenefit CLUM ScholarshipsBenefit CLUM ScholarshipsBenefit CLUM Scholarships    

 

Tickets $12 
INCLUDES SHOES AND TWO GAMES 

 

ON SALE AFTER SERVICES AND  

WEDNESDAY DINNER 
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Please phone “Prayer Chain” request to  

Lois Green—466-8179 

D 
o you have a phone?  Do you pray? . . . Those are the only re-
quirements to be a member of the prayer chain.     

HELP WANTED 

T 
he Soup Kitchen (Community Cooperative Ministries, 
Inc.) is feeding more people in Fort Myers due to our 

economic downturn; therefore, we need more volunteers to 

man our two days a month there. 

 We work two shifts, 7—9:15 and 9:15—12:15, the 3rd 
Wednesday and 4th Thursday of each month.  The first shift 
packs up the “Meals on Wheels” food for the drivers that 
deliver it; and the second shift readies the food to serve the 

homeless and poor who come to the kitchen to eat. 

 If you want to help, either sign your name and phone 
number on the sign-up sheet in the Friendship Room or call 

Billie Simon at 481-6256. 

*** 

 The church needs eight people to deliver the altar flowers 
to shut-ins and members who are hospitalized and in nurs-
ing homes.  With that many volunteers, it would entail 

working only an hour or two once every two months. 

 If you would like “a feel good job”, please call Billie 

Simon at 481-6256 for more information. 

CIRCLE OF CONCERNSCIRCLE OF CONCERNS——MayMay  
To add a name to our Prayer List, 

Please call Pastor Patty at 482-1250 

Jeff Andrews 

Dee Baldwin 

Capt. Joseph Ball & Family 

Jane & Charlie Barker 

Steve Belcher 

Sali Bickett 

Zach Birch 

Dorothy Booker 

Russell Boss 

Fred Carbonero 

Evelyn Coleman 

Anthony Cruz 

Betsy Etheredge 

Larry Farrer 

William & Mary Fox 

Dave Hamrick 

Kathy Hasselback 

Shirley Hamilton 

Steve Hamilton 

Marilyn Johnson 

Angie Kilpatrick 

Lt. Michael Knight 

Private Matthew Kowalski 

Donald Larson 

David Liddle 

Kim Livingston 

Joe Lucas 

Joan Millies 

Rob Moss 

Jonny Murphy 

Shannon Murphy 

L.Corp. Connel Parsons 

Zack Perry 

Helen Pierce 

Joe Porter 

Kate Putt 

Olivia Ramsey 

Linda Reader 

Clark & Lindsey Robison 

Martha Rohde 

Lois Scimenes 

Ted Shelby 

Kim Simpson 

L.Corp. Jason O. Spear 

Jean States 

Steve Taylor 

Trott Family 

Johannes von Berg 

Dale Wagoner 

 

Grandmothers’ Rights 

 

Grandmotherhood does not give us 
 

The right to speak without thinking, 
But only the right to think 

Without speaking 
 

 

Age is nothing but experience, and some 

of us are more experienced than others. 

Humorist Andy Rooney 
 

You have to be at peace with yourself.  I 

love to laugh.  I think laughter can cure.  

You can see it in a person’s face.  

Around age forty when your face has 

lost its glow of youth, what you are on 

the inside starts to form on the outside.  

Either the lines go up or they go down.  

If they go up, that’s a good sign. 

Actress Elizabeth Taylor 
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1 

1:00p—Tai Chi, 
CMR 

6:00p—Singles’ 
Ministry, CP 

2 

8:30a—Communion, 
S-7 

3 

Traditional Services 

   8:00a—Sanc              
11:00a—Sanc 

Praise Service              
9:30a—Sanc 

Bible Study                    
9:30p—CP 

Sunday School             
9:00a—FH                      
10:45a—FH 

5:00p—Youth, YC 

 

 

 

 

 

4 Independence Day 

Office Closed 

8:45A—Weight 
Watchers, FH 

6:30p—JobSearch, CP 

7:00 p—Trustees, S-8 

 

5 

9:00a—Women’s 
Bible Study, S-8 

9:00a—Stephen 
Ministry, F-7 

9:15a—Yo-Play, 
CMR 

10:00a—Yoga, 
CMR 

11:15a—Yoga, 
CMR 

11:15a—Yo-Play, 
CMR  

6:45p—Women’s 
Bible Study, FH 

 

6 

9:00a—Rug Hooker,s 
FH 

10:00a—BB Chapel 

10:00a—Pastor’s 
Bible Study, CP 

5:00p—Pastor’s 
Bible Study, CP 

5:45p—Wond. 
Weds., FH 

6:00p—Praise Team, 
Sanc. 

6:30p—Bible Study, 
CP 

 

7 

8:30a 0 Day of Fun, 
FH 

10:00a—Line Danc-
ing, CMR 

1:00p—CareGivers, 
CP 

6:30p—Zumba, YC 

7:30p Men’s Group, 
FH 

8 

1:00p—Tai Chi, 
CMR 

 

9 

10 

9:30a– Kids Own 
Worship 

Traditional Services 

   8:00a—Sanc              
11:00a—Sanc 

Praise Service              
9:30a—Sanc 

Bible Study                    
9:30p—CP 

Sunday School             
9:00a—FH                      
10:45a—FH 

5:00p—Youth, YC 

 

11 

8:30a—Day of Fun, 
CMR 

8:45a—Weight Watch-
ers, FH 

6:00p—Boy Scouts, 
FH 

7:00p—Staff Parish, S-
8 

12 

9:00a—Women’s 
Bible Study 

9:15a—Yo-Play, 
CMR 

10:00a—Yoga, 
CMR 

11:15a—Yoga, 
CMR 

11:15a—Yo-Play, 
CMR  

6:45p—Women’s 
Bible Study, FH 

 

13 

9:00a—Rug Hookers, 
FH 

10:00a—BB Chapel 

10:00a—Pastor’s Bible 
Study, CP 

5:00p—Pastor’s bible 
Study, CP 

5:45p—Wond. Weds., 
FH 

6:00p—Praise Team, 
Sanc. 

6:30p—Bible Study, CP 

 
 

14 

8:30a—Day of Fun, 
FH 

10:00a—Line Danc-
ing, CMR 

6:30p—Zumba, YC 

7:30p—Men’s 
Group, FH 

 

15 

1:00p—Tai Chi, 
CMR 

5:30p—Family Fun, 
GH 

6:00p—Singles’ 
Ministry 

16 

11:00a—Boy Scouts, 
FH 

11:00a—Boy Scouts, 
Chapel 

17 BLOOD PRES-
SURE 

9:30a– Kids Own 
Worship 

Traditional Services 

   8:00a—Sanc              
11:00a—Sanc 

Praise Service              
9:30a—Sanc 

Bible Study                    
9:30p—CP 

Sunday School             
9:00a—FH                      
10:45a—FH 

5:00p—Youth, YC 
 

 

18 

8:30A—Day of Fun, 
CMR 

8:45a—Weight Watch-
ers, FH 

6:00p—Boy Scouts, 
FH 

6:30p—JobSearch, CP 

7:00p—Finance, S-8 

19 

9:00a—Women’s 
bible Study, S-8 

9:00a—Stephen 
Ministry, F-7 

9:15a—Yo-Play, 
CMR 

10:00a—Yoga, 
CMR 

11:15a—Yoga, 
CMR 

11:15a—Yo-Play, 
CMR  

6:45p—Women’s 
bible Study, FH 

20 

9:00a—Rug Hookers, 
GH 

10:00a—BB Chapel 

10:00a—Pastor’s Bible 
Study, CP 

5:00p—Pastor’s Bible 
Study, CP 

5:45p—Wond. Weds., 
FH 

6:00p—Praise Team, 
Sanc 

6:30p Bible Study, CP 

21 

8:30a—Day of Fun, 
FH 

10:00a—Line Danc-
ing, CMR 

6:30p—Zumba, YC 

7:30p—Men’s 
Group, FH 

22 

1:00p—Tai Chi, 
CMR 

23 

 

8:30a—12:15P  ~ Summer Camp ~ FH Kitchen 
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24 

PARENTS’ DAY 

9:30a– Kids Own 
Worship 

Traditional Services 

   8:00a—Sanc              
11:00a—Sanc 

Praise Service              
9:30a—Sanc 

Bible Study                    
9:30p—CP 

Sunday School             
9:00a—FH                      
10:45a—FH 

5:00p—Youth, YC 

 

25 

8:45a—Weight 
Watchers, FH 

6:00p—Boy Scouts, 
FH 

26 

9:15a—Yo-Play, 
CMR 

10:00a—Yoga, 
CMR 

11:15a—Yoga, 
CMR 

11:15a—Yo-Play, 
CMR  

 

 

27 

9:00a—Rug Hookers, 
GH 

10:00a—Pastor’s 
Bible Study, CP 

5:00p—Pastor’s Bible 
Study, CP 

5:45p—Wond Weds., 
FH 

6:00p—Praise Team, 
Sanc. 

6:30p—Bible Study, 
CP 

28 

10:00a—Line Danc-
ing, CMR 

7:30p—Men’s 
Group, FH 

29 

1:00p—Tai Chi, CMR 

5:30p—VBS Celebra-
tion, FH 

 

31 

9:30a– Kids Own 
Worship 

Traditional Services 

   8:00a—Sanc              
11:00a—Sanc 

Praise Service              
9:30a—Sanc 

Bible Study                    
9:30p—CP 

Sunday School             
9:00a—FH                      
10:45a—FH 

5:00p—Youth, YC 

 

      

The Habits of Quail 

 I was trying to concentrate, but somehow couldn’t.  

The sermon was a little too soothing, and, instead of 

holding your attention, lulled you to sleep.  I began to 

slip into a state of neutral resignation when suddenly a 

sharp, shrill sound cut through that dreamy reverie, 

and my attention jumped up and fled outside.  For the 

next twenty minutes I listened to the sermon that was 

bring preached out there. 

 The sound came from a quail who was hidden some-

where close in a tall clump of grass or a palmetto 

patch.  “Where are you?”  “Where are you?”  “Where are 

you?” he said.  That’s what a quail always says when he 

whistles.  In fact, I think that’s the only reason he whis-

tles.  Either the covey has been scattered, and he’s try-

ing to find the others, or, as in this case, it is mating 

season and he was calling to his mate.  In either situa-

tion the questions is, “Where are you?” 

 He whistled for five minutes, ten, twenty, stopping at 

intervals to listen for a reply.  “Where are you?” he 

called, and finally the answer came.  “Over here!  Over 

here!” 

 If you know the habits of quail you can visualize the 

drama that begins to take place.  For a moment or two 

the call goes back and fourth to determine where the 

other is and then they begin running toward each other, 

stopping at intervals to call again. 

 Such was the case in the field outside the chapel 

where we were sitting, and I thought about God.  The 

prophet said that God whistles (Isaiah 7:18).  “Where 

are you?  Where are you?” God says, and there is only 

silence.  Again and again God calls and no one answers.  

Finally a reply is given, “Over here!  Over here!” 

 Then each begins to proceed toward the other, paus-

ing to say, “Where?”  “Here!”  “Where?”  Here!”  After 

some interval we make our way toward each other and 

the calls cease.  We have met and found one another. 

 Our  hope lies in the fact that God keeps calling to us 

over and over, calling and listening.  Our salvation is in 

the reply:  “Over here, over here,” and then in making 

our way toward God, calling and listening. It is God’s 

calling that makes us aware of God’s presence; it is our 

response that brings us together. 
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