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��� �� ���ith each succeeding Christmas, I become more and more amazed at the wonder of 
what happened.  The more I try to understand and take in this marvelous event and 

the message it communicates, the more overwhelming it becomes.  God sent His Son! 
 

This was not the child of a neighbor next door 
This was not the child of  a family member. 
This was not the child of a dear and close friend. 
This was God—eternal, omnipotent, immortal, all wise, hidden in a glory so 
great we cannot bear to look at it—sending His Son! 
He didn’t send an angel. 
He didn’t send some overwhelming heavenly sign. 
He sent that which was dearest to him  - His Son!  
 
He did it not because we deserved it  - we didn’t! 
He did it not because we paid some great price  - what price would be great 
enough? 
He did it simply because he loves us!   Wow! 
 
He sent Him in such an unassuming way  - a baby, born to a poor family, in the 
poorest of circumstances, in one of the poorer areas of the world.   
This is a birth that invites everyone, anyone, to come and see.  It is so amazing! 
How will I ever understand such love?  I don’t know that I ever will. 
But I can certainly rejoice in it! 
I can continue to marvel! 
I can continue to say thanks! 
I can continue to love back with all my heart, soul, mind, and strength! 
“Love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all.” 

 
 

Prayer:  O God, as I ponder your gift to us, I find my soul lost in wonder, love, and 
praise.  Thank you for your gracious and wonder-full gift.  AMEN.                              

��� ������ ������ ��������������� ���
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Family and Children Ministries 
Jenn Lucas, Director 

family@cypresslakeumc.com 
482-1250 x 1228 
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Hospitality Volunteers Needed for 
General Conference 2012 
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WANTED:  Vases to transport altar flowers to 
our shut-ins.  We need vases that measure 4-5 
inches across the top and large enough to hold 
the altar flowers. 
Please leave all donations on the counter in S-7. 

Thank You 
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Carol Herdic, Director of Adult Christian Education  
smallgroups@cypresslakeumc.com 

482-1250 ext 235 

Continued on next Page 
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Small Group Ministry, cont. from Page 5  
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Small Group Ministry cont. from Page 6 
 
Tuesday Women’s Bible Study  is on break until January 10 
when Beth Moore’s latest study, James:  Mercy Triumphs, (8 
weeks) begins.  Study groups meet at 9:00 a.m. in Rm S-8 and 
at 6:45 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  RESERVE a workbook in 
advance of the first meeting by calling Carol Herdic in the 
church office. 
    You are not too old or too young to join Women’s Bible 
Study, women ages 20-80+ have participated in Tuesday Wom-
en’s Bible Study.  For some women, it is their first in-depth 
Bible Study experience.  No matter the age or stage of life, you 
will be welcomed.  Childcare in provided by advanced reserva-
tion. 

������&
��	/
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0
��	�1���� 	
��
����	

 
Vision/Goals:  To behold a completely filled church, a mosaic 
membership with people who are hungry for God’s word and 
eager to do His will. 
 
Evangelism Team Plan:  The Book of Discipline of the United 
Methodist Church states that “the mission of the church is to 
make disciples for Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world”.  We select our first time visitors, who are a blessing 
from God, to encourage them to return to worship with us and 
to join us in becoming followers of Jesus Christ.  We make 
telephone calls and send out cards to invite visitors to come 
back and worship with us.  Our task is to focus on: 
 
1. Welcome visitors and members and help them feel con-

nected. 

2. Incorporate persons into the congregation; involve them in 
Bible study, Sunday School, Small Groups, and witnessing. 

3. Equip and send them out as disciples of Jesus Christ, mis-
sion involvement, faith sharing, and weekly fellowship at 
Wonderful Wednesday dinners. 

4. Assist newcomers in the congregation in their own visions, 
gifts, and callings; relate people to God’s goal to develop a 
personal relationship with Him through Jesus Christ. 

 
The Evangelical Ministry Team aims to tell the Good News of 
God through Jesus Christ, bear witness of the Good News and 
to proclaim the Good News. 
 
�� The first evidence of the Good News is found in Luke’s 

Gospel where Jesus recites a lesson from Isaiah 61 and 
Luke 4:18-19. 

�� Also, read the Book of Acts for a description o the mis-
sionary evangelism of the early church and the way that a 
vital church reaches out to new groups of people. 

 
Help us, Lord, to be part of the solution and not part of the 

problem by the work of your Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

������������	� �
By The Mission Committee 
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A hilarious play pitting Jerry, 
a successful writer of Adver-
tising jingles, against Abe, 

his  
curmudgeon Father-in-law. 
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Parish Nursing—Promoting Healing of  the Body, Mind, and Spirit Together 
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GIFTS OF LIFE  

 November was National Organ and Tissue Donor Awareness 
Month.  If you have not had the opportunity, please consider organ 
and tissue donation.  Remember to sign and date an organ and tissue 
donor card.  Put it in your wallet along with your driver’s license.  
Make sure your family knows of your wishes, also. 

 Be a blood donor.  You can donate whole blood every eight weeks.  
All blood collected by the Lee Memorial Bloodmobile is used here in 
the county.  It can be divided into as many as five components to help 
save five lives. 

 

TO YOUR WELLNESS 

�� Body and Soul Christian Yoga……….Tuesdays at 9:00 a.m. 

�� Christian Country Line Dancing……. Thursdays at 10:00 
a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

�� Tai Chi…………….. Fridays at 1:00 pm. 

 

Please check your Bulletin for more information,  

or call the office. 
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Please phone “Prayer Chain” request to  

Lois Green—466-8179 

�
 o you have a phone?  Do you pray? . . . Those are the only re-
quirements to be a member of the prayer chain.     

HELP WANTED 

�
 he Soup Kitchen (Community Cooperative Ministries, 
Inc.) is feeding more people in Fort Myers due to our 

economic downturn; therefore, we need more volunteers to 
man our two days a month there. 

 We work two shifts, 7—9:15 and 9:15—12:15, the 3rd 
Wednesday and 4th Thursday of each month.  The first shift 
packs up the “Meals on Wheels” food for the drivers that 
deliver it; and the second shift readies the food to serve the 
homeless and poor who come to the kitchen to eat. 

 If you want to help, either sign your name and phone 
number on the sign-up sheet in the Friendship Room or call 
Billie Simon at 481-6256. 

*** 

 The church needs eight people to deliver the altar flowers 
to shut-ins and members who are hospitalized and in nurs-
ing homes.  With that many volunteers, it would entail 
working only an hour or two once every two months. 

 If you would like “a feel good job”, please call Billie Si-
mon at 481-6256 for more information. 

 

CIRCLE OF CONCERNSCIRCLE OF CONCERNS——  
To add a name to our Prayer List, 

Please call Pastor Patty at 482-1250 

Jim Alfred 
Charles Baldwin, Jr. 

Susan Ballenger 
Michael Barbour 

Jane & Charlie Barker 
Steve Belcher 

Stu Beyerl 
Dorothy Booker 

Russell Boss 
Anne Brandow 
Chris Brewer 

Bob Caprarotta 
Sue Diahn 

Larry Farrer 
William & Mary Fox 

Gayle Gagnon 
Margot Graham 
Dave Hamrick 

Shirley Hamilton 
Steve Hamilton 

Marilyn Johnson 
Nan and Kevin Jurgens 

Angie Kilpatrick 
Lt. Michael Knight 

Julia Kranz 
Ashley & Chris Lorenz & 

Baby Lo 
Darwin McVay 

Rob Moss 
Kevin O’Neill 

Julie Paris 
L. Corp. Connel Parsons 

Zack Perry 
Bud Pine 

Olivia Ramsey 
Linda Reader 
Lois Scimenes 

Ted Shelby 
Billie Simon 

Kim Simpson 
L. Corp. Jason O. Spear 

Trish Spotts 
Steve Taylor 
Larry Towne 

David Uhl 
May Yocum 

The Evangelism Ministry Team is seeking greet-
ers for the 8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., and the 11 a.m. ser-
vices.  Male and female volunteers are needed.  
This is a wonderful opportunity to make our guests 
and members feel “Welcome” as they move for-
ward in their journey toward their relationship with 
Jesus Christ.   
 A sign-up list is available on the Narthex desk.  
Please join us in this wonderful ministry.  Check 
with the church office to find out how to contact 
the Ministry team. 
 We want to take this opportunity to thank the 
volunteers who have been greeting so faithfully.  
Please join them.   
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 1 
10:00a—Line 

Dancing, CMR 
6:30p—Zumba, 

YC 
7:00p—Choir, S-

CR 
7:30p—Men’s 

Group, FH 

2 
9:30a—Dixie-land 

Band, YC 
10:45a—Moms in 

Touch, CUMW 
1:00p—Tai Chi, 

CMR 
6:00p—Singles, 

CP 
 

3 
8:30a—Comm -

union, S-7 
9:00a—Prayer, 

Chapel 
4:00p—Party, CP 
 

4 
Traditional Ser-

vices 
   8:00a—Sanc              
11:00a—Sanc 

Praise Service              
9:30a—Sanc 

Bible Study                    
9:30p—CP 

10:30p—Financial 
Peace, CMR 

Sunday School             
9:00a—FH                      
10:45a—FH 

3:00p—Lay Serv-
ant Ministry, S-8, 
S-7 

12:00p—Mission, 
S-8 

5:00p—Youth, YC 
 
 

5 
8:30a—Moms in 

Touch, CUMW 
8:45a—Weight 

Watchers, FH 
2:30p—Advent, 

FH Kitchen 
3:00p—Girl 

Scouts, YC 
5:45p—Boy 

Scouts, FH 
7:00p—Trustees,  
    S-8 
 

6 
9:00a—Yoga 

Class, CMR 
9:00a—Stephen 

Ministry, F-7 
10:00a—BB 

Chapel 
10:00a—UMW, 

CUMW 
1:00p—Early 

Stage, S-8 
6:00p—9:00p 

Advent, FH 

7 
8:45a—Moms’ Bi-

ble Study, F-7 
9:00a—Christian 

Believer, S-8 
9:00a—Rug Hook-

ers, FH 
10:00a—BB Chapel 
5:45a—Wond. 

Weds, FH 
6:30p—Disciple, F-

7 

8 
10:00p—Line 

Dancing, CMR 
6:30p—Zumba, 

YC 
7:00p—Choir, S-

CR 
7:30p—Men’s 

Group 

9 
9:30a—Dixie-land 

Band, CMR 
1:00p—Tai Chi, 

CMR 
5:30p—Adult 

Fellowship, FH 
 

10 
7:00a—Pancake 

Breakfast With 
Santa, FH 

9:00a—Prayer, 
Chapel 

1:45p—Girl Scouts, 
C-K, CP 

4:00p—Dunbar, FH 
 

11 
Traditional Ser-

vices 
   8:00a—Sanc              
11:00a—Sanc 

Praise Service              
9:30a—Sanc 

Bible Study                    
9:30p—CP 

10:30p—Financial 
Peace, CMR 

Sunday School             
9:00a—FH                      
10:45a—FH 

5:00p—Youth, YC 

12 
8:30a—Moms in 

Touch, CUMW 
8:45a—Weight 

Watchers, FH 
5:45p—Boy 

Scouts, FH 
7:00p—Staff Par-

ish, S-8  

13 
9:00A—Yoga 

Class, CMR 
10:00a—BB 

Chapel 
5:15p—Girl 

Scouts, EDU 
 

14 
8:45a—Moms’ Bi-

ble Study,  
    F-7 
9:00a—Christian 

Believer, S-8 
9:00a—Rug Hook-

ers, FH 
10:00a—BB Chapel 
11:00a—Moms in 

Touch, CUMW 
2:00p—Leukemia 

Lymphoma, FH 
5:45p—Wond. 

Weds, FH 
6:30p—Disciple, F-

7 
 

15 
10:00a—Line 

Dancing, CMR 
10:00a—Prayer 

Shawl, S-7 
6:30p—Zumba, 

YC 
7:00p—Choir, S-

CR 
7:30p—Men’s 

Group, FH 
 

16 
9:30a—Dixie-land 

Band, YC 
10:45a—Moms in 

Touchy, CUMW 
1:00p—Tai Chi, 

CMR 
6:00—Family Fun 

Night, FH 
6:00p—Singles, 

CP 

17 
9:00a—Prayer, 

Chapel 
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JOB OPPORTUNITIES  - The Florida United Methodist 
Children’s Home in Enterprise, Florida, is always looking for 
married couples who feel called to serve in ministry together as 
Houseparents at the Children’s Home.  Part of this job posting 
is as follows: 

 “This position is for a married couple only.  The primary role 
of the Residential Child Care Specialists/Houseparents (RCCS) 
is to oversee the day-to-day care and supervision of the chil-
dren assigned to their cottage.  The RCCS are responsible for 
monitoring all the aspects of daily cottage life and are, in es-
sence, the primary caring persons for the child/youth during 
his/her stay at the Florida United Methodist Children’s Home.   

 “The Houseparents will be a couple bound in the traditional 
legal relationship of marriage.  We are looking for couples with 
moral character, who are strongly committed to making a sig-
nificant contribution to young people.” 

For more information, please contact their Director of Human 
Resources at:  jobs@fumch.org 

 

RONALD McDONALD HOUSE 
 

2
lease save your small (soda) and large (soup, etc.) metal 
tabs and put them under the table in the Narthex next to 

the box of used soup labels. 

Your tabs are important.  Thanks to each of you for your alu-
minum tabs.  We have been advised, however, that some com-
panies are now making tabs out of tin  which are not accepta-
ble.  If you put a magnet on an aluminum tab it will not stick; 
however, tabs made of tin will stick to the magnet.  This is the 
way you may determine which tabs are acceptable. 

This is an important mission effort, so please do your part in 
helping fund the  

Ronald McDonald House. 

18 BLOOD PRESS.   
            CHECKS 
Traditional Services 
   8:00a—Sanc              

11:00a—Sanc 
Praise Service              

9:30a—Sanc 
Bible Study                    

9:30p—CP 
Sunday School             

9:00a—FH                      
10:45a—FH 

11:30a—
Children’s Se-
cret Workshop, 
FH 

5:00p—Youth, YC 

19 
8:30a—Moms in 

Touch, CUMW 
8:45a—Weight 

Watchers, FH 
10:00 Bright Be-

ginnings, CP 
3:00p—Girl 

Scouts, YC 
5:45p—Boy 

Scouts, FH 

20 
9:00a—Yoga 

Class, CMR 
9:00a—Stephen 

Ministry, F-7 
10:00a—BB 

Chapel 
\ 
 

21 
8:45—Moms’ 

Bible Study, F-7 
9:00a—Christian 

Believer, S-8 
9:00a—Rug 

Hookers, FH 
10:00a—BB 

Chapel 
11:00a—Moms in 

Touch, CUMW 
5:45p—Wond 

Weds, FH 
6:30p—Disciple,  

F-7 

22 
10:00a—Line 

Dancing, CMR 
6:30p—Sumba, 

YC 
7:00p—Choir, S-

CR 
7:30p—Men’s 

Group, FH 

23 
OFFICE CLOSED 
9:30a—Dixieland 

Band, YC 
1:00p—Tai Chi, 

CMR 
 

24 
9:00a—Prayer, 

Chapel 
Christmas Eve 

Service 
   3:00p, 5:00p,     
        8:00p,  
     Sanctuary 

 

25 

	
��
���
�
Traditional Services 
   8:00a—Sanc            

11:00a—Sanc 
�

 

26 
OFFICE CLOSED 

 
8:30a—Moms in 

Touch, CLUMW 
8:45a—Weight 

Watchers 
 

 
 

27 
9:00a—Yoga 

Class, CMR 
5:15p—Girl 

Scouts, EDU 

28 
8:45a—Moms’ 

Bible Study, F-7 
9:00a—Christian 

Believer, S-8 
9:00a—Rug 

Hookers, FH 
11:00a—Moms in 

Touch, CUMW 
5:45p—Wond. 

Weds., FH 
6:30p—Disciple,  

F-7 

29 
10:00a—Line 

Dancing, CMR 
6:30p—Zumba, 

YC 
7:00p—Choir, S-

CR 
7:30p—Men’s 

Group, FH 
 

30 
     Office Closed 
9:30a—Dixieland 

Band, YC 
1:00p—Taii Chi, 

CMR 

31 
9:00a—Prayer, 

Chapel 
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8570 Cypress Lake Drive, Fort Myers, Florida 33919 
Phone: (239) 482-1250    FAX (239) 482-6366   
�

 

You Are Invited  
Traditional Worship Services 

8:00 AM—Sanctuary   

11:00 AM—Sanctuary 
 

Praise and Worship Service 

9:30 A.M.—Sanctuary 

Sunday School  

9:30 AM—Fellowship Hall 

10:45 AM—Fellowship Hall 

 

Wonderful Wednesdays 
5:30 P.M.—Dinner 

Activities before and after 

MINISTRY LEADERSHIP  
PASTORAL 

 
Rev. Denman Jones, Pastor 
Rev. Patricia Davis, Minister of Congregational Care 
Rev. Bob Wall, Assistant Pastor 

 
PROGRAM DIRECTORS 

 
Linda McGlashan, Director. ................... Bright Beginnings Early School 
Nancy Sullivan, Director............................................................. Nursery 
Jennifer Lucas ........................................... Children & Family Ministries 
Carol Herdic, Director .................................... Adult Christian Education 
Marlon Scott, Director ..................................................... Music Director 
Jay Tucker ....................................................................... Youth Director 
Carol Dengler, RNC ....................................................... Health Ministry 
Gordon McGlashan .................................................... Technical Director 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE 
 
Irene Hutchinson............................................................. Office Manager 
Donna Brady............................................................. Financial Secretary 

CONNECTIONAL MINISTRIES 
 

       Bishop Timothy W. Whitaker                         Resident Bishop 
 
       The Rev. Dr. Rinaldo Hernandez            District Superintendent 
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