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When reading God'’s Word, take special care, To firerich treasures hidden there; Give thoughtdoteline,
each precept hear, Then practice it well with Gdeigr.

British treasure hunter discovered a huge stagtoaian coins buried in a field in southwest Englabding a metal dete¢
tor, Dave Crisp located a large pot holding 52,60ids. These ancient silver and bronze coins, mtate from the third
century AD and weigh more than 350 pounds are dai&5 million.

While Crisp’s treasure may cause us to dream atmathow finding similar riches, we as Christiamsudd be on a different
kind of treasure hunt. What we seek does not sbo$silver and gold. Rather our quest is to gathe precious gems of in-
sights so that we might gain the “full assuranceraterstanding...both of the Father and of Chirisyhom are hidden all the
treasure of knowing the Lord more completely isnidin the Bible. The psalmist said, “I rejoiceyatir Word as one who finds
great treasure’Hs. 119:162).

If we read the Word of God hurriedly or carelesskg, will miss its deep insights. These truths ninessought earnestly with
all the attention of someone seeking hidden treasur

-FromOUR DAILY BREAD, December*January*February 2011201
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SMALL GROUP MINISTRY
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Without faith it is impossible to please Gddebrew 11:6

For it is by grace you have been saved, througth fand this is
not from yourselves, it is the gift of GoHEphesians 2:7-9

The Wednesday morning Christian Believer classmibge
spent a week studying the doctrine of faith as doumrthe Old
and New Testaments. The workbook’s commentary rsade
eral great points that are worth sharing:

A Christian believes in God specifically as reveale Je-
sus Christ, and by faith in Christ as God’s wagaif/a-
tion.

The Apostle Paul tells us how to get this kindaftf in
Romans 10:17 So faith comes from what is heard, and
what is heard comes through the word of Christ.

The secret of faith is in what we hear, with whattake in
with both ears and eyes. Faith in Christ...isthylthe
nourishment given to mind and soul. Those who shdo
dwell on whatever is true, honorable, just, puteaging,
and commendable (Philippians 4:8) will, in timespess
great faith.
Faith will grow when we are intentional in what leek at,
read, and listen to. All of our Sunday morning avetkday
classes are excellent opportunities to take inNoed with
both ears and eyes. There is no time like NOW a&ara com-
mitment to study the Word. God will bless you aodr faith
will grow.
Adult Sunday School

Seekers Class CP; 9:30.The Gospel of JohnFind new
insights into God’s Word, your own life, and yoife lwith
God. Led by Dave Hamrick.

The ministry of Jesus- Rm. S-8; 9:30. Join Bill Metcalf
in a study of 13 topics from Jesus’ ministry.

aBs~ F-7; 9:30. Study the book of Judgesdult Bible
study. Led by Dorothy Brane.

Pathfinders Class- CP; 10:45.The Case for Faith A
video study by Lee Stroebel followed by class goest
comments, and conversation.

Recovery Road F-7; 10:45. A video study by Andy
Stanley that asks the question: What if “we thepbe’
stopped waiting for Washington to fix the economuyd
got the country on the road to recovery by liviega@rding
to Biblical principles?

Monday

- A Walk Through the Life of Elijah~ S-8, 9:00 a.m. Jour-
ney through the remarkable and mysterious life pifaph-
et who experienced God’s power and presence ay ever
turn.

GriefShare~ CP; 1:00 p.m. A grief support group to help

begin the journey from mourning to joy.
Tuesday - childcare available for all classes.

Women's Bible Study~ FH; 9:00 a.mOR 6:45 p.m.
James: Mercy Ruldsy Beth Moore.

Body and Soul Christian Yoga CMR; 9:00 a.m. Renew
and invigorate your connection with God throughypra
breath work, and movement. Drop ins are welcon®¥ at
per class.

Wednesday

- Men’s Study & Prayer Group- CP; 6:30 a.m. Get the
day off to a great start with Bible study, fellowshand
prayer.
Bible Study for Moms*~ F-7, 9:00 a.m. Meet for study
and share life over a cup of coffee. Priscillar&fs Dis-
cerning the Voice of Gohildcare available.

Pastor’s Bible Study- CP; 10:00 a.nOR 5:00 p.m.
Meet with Pastor Jones for Bible study based or28rd
Psalm. Drop ins welcome.

Wonderful Wednesday Dinnefr FH; 5:30—6:30 p.m.

Home-cooked food and family style fellowship. Sigm
on the Sunday Pew Pad; the church website; oA82H
1250 by Monday. $5 adults; $3 children; $12 family

After Dinner Bible Study*~ CP; 6:30 p.m.Romans’
Light. “The righteous will live by faith.” With those
words, Paul turned his religious world upside dowtow
did that happenRomans’ Lightwill explore that question
and what it means for us.

Thursday

- Country Line Dancing~ CMR; 10:00 a.m. for beginners
and 11:00 a.m. for more advanced. Come for fitrieiss
and fellowship. Stay for coffee afterwards.

Prayer Shawl Ministry ~ S-8, 10:00 a.m. Meatonthly
on the third Thursday to knit or crochet prayervelsgor
people needing spiritual comfort. Bring yarn ameeales.
Instructions provided.

Body and Soul Christian Yoga FH; 6:30 p.m. See infor-
mation and pricing under Tuesday’s heading. Eighéky
session began January 5.

Zumba~ YC; 6:30 p.m. Join an exhilarating, easy te fol
low, Latin inspired, calorie burning dance fitngssty.
Each session begins with review. All ages welcoR®®.
session.

Prayer Room - Cypress Lake UMC is blessed to have a beauti-
ful Prayer Room in our Chapel Complex. The Pr&deom
can be accessed through the Chapel Parlor or froexterior
door off the sidewalk between the Chapel and FedlopvHall.
The Prayer Room currently is one of the most untiézed
spaces on our church campus and yet has the Ebtenkie-
come one of the most important.

Contact Carol Herdic if you would like to servettve Prayer
Team. This is a ministry that can be done at yaumvenience
using your spiritual gifts. Administrators as et prayer
warriors are needed to make this ministry a succé82-1250
X 235.
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Spegial dates for Januaryy, 2012,

ANNIVERSARIES

Al & Marcy Preston
Greg & Kristy Butler

Stuart & Ashley Heintz

Don & Jan Spaulding
Jim & Angie Hopes
Ron & Kay Reidel
John & Diane States
Roger & Joy Darnell

2/1

2/2
2/2
2/10
2/14
2/14

2/14

2/16

Michael & Rachel Berta 2/21

Sara Neal & Joseph Manibo 2/22

Robert & Anna Butler

2/23

Matt & Sandra Whitmer 2/27

BIRTHDAYS

Shirley Hermon
Bob Andrews
Nancy Coker
John King

Karen Sparks
Terry Crow

Fred Hyre

Walt Keene

Kurt Laderer
Whitney Loubier
Barbara Raymond
Louise Bliss

Ava Mendes
Louisa Boo

Bryn Evans

Larry Borror

Clara Davis
Esther Dick
Peggy Stinson
Mary Lou Anderson
Scarlett Harrison
Jennifer Lucas
Barbara Pockrandt
Pearl Brown
Augusta Crane
Dave Ford

2/1
2/2
2/2
2/2
2/2
2/3
2/4
2/4
2/4
2/4
2/4
2/5
2/5
2/6
217
2/8
2/8
2/8
2/9
2/10
2/10
2/10
2/10
2/11
2/11
2/11

John McGowan
Helen Collin
Jessica Losey
Bill Barnes, Il
Holly Boldrin
Lily Strelser
Nancy Sullivan
Jaci Wunsch
Diane Corrie
Jeffrey Jones
Bill Byer

Phyllis Ciminello
Merle Isebrand
Nancy Place
Bobby Bibby
Emma Galeana
Jody Harrison
Sara Johnston
Janel Archibald
Jo Jordan
Carolyn Morrissette
Bretton Raymond
Jerry Van Den Hul
Tommy Graff
Wayne Loubier
Janet McVay
Susan Blacketer
Gregory Lewis
Kelly Lewis

Ron Barbour
Teri Crum
Reese Brayton
Jean States
Beverly Cooper
Judy Hesse
Vaden Ventura
Diane States
Christian Allmendinger
Travis Breaman
Ariana Butler
James King
Amy Speas
Dolores Friel
Kendall Gomes

2/11
2/12
2/12
2/13
2/13
2/13
2/13
2/13
2/14
2/14
2/15
2/15
2/16
2/16
2/17
2/17
2/17
2/17
2/18
2/18
2/18
2/18
2/18
2/19
2/19
2/19
2/20
2/20
2/20
2/22
2/22
2/23
2/24
2/25
2/25
2/25
2/26
2127
227
2/27
2127
2/27
2/28
2/28

# 999

“I walked with a friend, a Quaker, to the news-
stand the other night, and he bought a paper,
thanking the newsie politely. The newsie didn’t
even acknowledge it.”

“A sullen fellow, wasn’'t he?” | commented.

“Oh, he's that way every night”, shrugged my
friend.

“Then why do you continue being to so polite
to him” | asked.

“Why not"? Inquired my friend. “Why
should I let him decide how I’'m going to act?”

“As | thought about this little incident later, it
occurred to me that the operating word was
‘act’. My friend acts toward people; most of us
react toward them.

“He has a sense of inner balance lacking in
most of us frail and uncertain creatures: he
knows who he is, what he stands for, and how he
should behave.

“No Boor is going to disturb the equilibrium
of his nature; he simply refuses to return incivili
ty with incivility, because then we would no
longer be in command of his own conduct, but a
mere responder to others.

“When we are enjoined in the Bible to re-
turn good for evil, we look upon this as a mor-
al injunction, which it is; but it is also a psy-
chological prescription for our emotional
health.

“Nobody is unhappier than the perpetual reac-
tor. His center of emotional gravity is not rooted
within himself, where it belongs, but in the
world outside him. His spiritual temperature is
always being raised or lowered by the social
climate around him, and he is a mere creature at
the mercy of these elements.

Praise gives him a feeling of euphoria, which
is false, because it does not last and it does not
come from self-approval. Criticism depresses
him more than it should because it confirms his
own secretly shaky opinion of himself. Snubs
hurt him, and the merest suspicion of unpopular-
ity in any quarter rouses him to bitterness or
aggressiveness or querulousness.

“Only a saint, of course, never reacts. Buta
serenity of spirit cannot be achieved until we
become the masters of our own actions and atti-
tudes, and not merely the passive reactors to
other persons’ feelings. To let another determine
whether we shall be rude or gracious, elated or
depressed, is to relinquish control over our own
personalities which is ultimately all we possess.
The only true possession is self-possession...”

Excerpt from BILL GOLD’S COLUMN, The District
Line, in THE WASHINGTON POST, August 28, 1961.
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